Drafting with Weaving Software
Open and Save Files

N

L/

# 1. Open and Save Proprietary Files:
= Each program may have a proprietary file type
= These files will only open in the program to which they belong
= Open a ‘bunch’ of files at the same time (two ways)

# 2. Open/Save or Import/Export WIF Files
# 3. Import/Export Graphics Files
#® 4, WIF files: Weaving Information Files

= A standard for sharing weaving files among different weaving
programs and the human reader.
= Helps
# Note: ‘Save’ keeps the same file name and overwrites original file;
‘Save As’ allows you to change the name of a file and keep both files.
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Fiberworks Bronze/Silver
1. Open Proprietary Files

N

%
. B PCW v. 4.1 fSilver
Flle types ] . File “igw Misc_ Help .
dtx  version 4 files ~ (| open BX]
.dest  DOS version 3 files [ woskin [& brats -« @ ok B
Notes: E Eﬁﬂusepath—mlnrs.dtx
. =l
1. .des files are also used by ProWeave —
=
L
)
Use: E File: narme; | Open
File > Open Drawdown Fles of ype: | POW 4 Files [ ] e

PCw! 4 Files [7.dtx)
FCWwW 3 Files [F.des]
W Files [ wif]

}

Choose Files of Type
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Fiberworks Bronze/Silver
1b. Save Proprietary Files
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E PCW v. 4.1 /Silver - Rosepath-colors. dix
File Edit Wiew Cloth ‘Warp Tieup Weft Tools Window  Help
L1/ Save As W
B 5ave in:lE}Drafts j e |=_¢F -
E EﬁRnsepath-mlnrs.dtx
&=
=
Ed
|
.
Use:
F|Ie 9 Save ER|| File name: IHDSEpath-cDInrs Save
L]
. Save as bype: IF"EW#FiIes [*.dtx) ;I Cancel
File > Save As pd E—
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Fiberworks siwver
1c. Open a ‘bunch’

N

Page 4

Start Fiberworks, start Windows Explorer (Start key + e).
Highlight files and drag to Fiberworks. Fiberworks will open

dtx, wif, and bmp files and ignore the rest. Here it opened
1 of each type and ignored the other two file types.

i

.
Eﬁ.— gooseeyewif - Drawdown

ﬁ heart-freehand.bmp
] Red-Blue-thick-n-thin.dtx - D
1 | IIIIIIIII I IIIIIIIII I 1

Favorite Links

Ej Documents
E Pictures

@ Music

More »»

Folders
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ge - _—— - - - - - -
Views ~ &N Print W@ Slide Show ot Print I8 E-mail E% Share

Date modified

6/23,/2008 9:18 PM
6/23,/2008 9:18 PM
6/23,/2008 9:18 PM
3/9/2009 5:11 PM
1/1/2008 7:51 AM

'?‘ , | .« 2008-Drafting » 2-Drafts-and-loom » Drafts - | ++

File Edit View Tools Help

‘ Organze > ==

Fo

Mame
%/ gooseeyejpg
|| gooseeye.wev

a gooseeye.wif
ﬁ heart-freehand.bmp

|| Red-Blue-thick-n-thin.dtx
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Fiberworks siwver
1d. Open a 'bunch’

Start Fiberworks, go to File>Open Drawdown or
File=>0Open Sketchpad and choose the type of file you want
to open. Highlight files (Shift+click or Ctrl+click)and click
on open. All of the selected files will open at the same
time.

N

LinenRunner.wif - Drawdown

pink-runner.wif - Drawdown

cnowflake?-rose.wif - Drawdown

Look ir1:| .. 2-Drafts-anddoom j 4= £ B

Name Date modified Type Size
Bt LinenRunner.wif

ﬁpink-runner.wif “

snowflake-atwater-rearranged.wif - Drawdown

snowflake-atwatrer-orig.wif - Drawdown

L
% Eﬁ snowflake-towel.wif - Drawdown

ﬁ snowflake2-rosewif
ﬁ snowflake-atwater-rearranged.wif
ﬁ snowflake-atwatrer-orig.wif

ﬁ snowflake-towel.wif
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Fiberworks siiver
3. Open/Save Graphics Files
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Use:

File > Open Sketchpad (*.bmp file)
File > Save B8 PCW v. 4.1 Silver - Hearts.bmp

File Edit Wiew Image Analysis Window Help

File > Save As (o Bx|
% Loak. in: IE‘,‘Drafts j e ﬂ‘ A
% | Hearts, brop

Clipboard feature: ol

Edit > Copy Image I

From sketchpad or

drawdown will copy | =]

the open window to

the windows Clipboard. g File name: Open

_ Pl

Shortcut: Ctrl+M IE Files of type: | Sketchpad bitmap filez [*.bmp] ;I Cancel

Al
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Fiberworks Bronze/Silver
2. Open/Save WIF Files

Use: B PCW v. 4.1 /Silver - Rosepath-colors. dix

N
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F|Ie 9 Open DI‘aWdOWH File I'IEu:Iit Yiew Cloth  “Warp Tieup Weft Tools  ‘Window  Help ,'
: 0 ?
File > Save ; — = - _.L..Iﬁ
. Loaok in: Drafts | 4m ¥ EH-
File > Save As | Ith — |
. — osepath-colors, wi
Change Files of type %
To WIF
O
)

File name: I Open

L]

Files: rf tunee [W/IF Files [ wif] | Cancel

FPCw 4 Files [*.db)
FCw 3 Filez [*.dez)
“ WIF Filez [*.wif] "

&
e
L o
iR
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WIF Files

‘@ WIF files are text files

# WIF files can be read in text editors such as
Notepad (Windows) and Simple Text (Mac)

# See each program for information about
opening/saving/exporting WIF files.

N
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Part of a WIF file

WIF Files

[WIF]

Version=1.1

[CONTENTE]
COLOR PALETTE=trae
TEXT=true
WEAVING=true

W aRP=tre
WEFT=true

COLOR TABLE=true
THREADING=true
TIEUP=true
TRE&ADLING=true
WARP COLORS=true
WEFT COLORS=true
MOTES=true

[THREADING]

[WEAVING]
Fising Bhed=trae
Treadles=3
mhafts=3
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WIF Files Helps

N

‘® WIF file does not open when clicked.
Open your weaving program and open/import

the WIF file from the programs menu.

@ It still will not open or opens incorrectly.
WIF files can have up to 255 shafts. If a draft
has 73 shafts and your weaving software
allows 32, it will not open or will open
incorrectly. (Drawloom and pickup designs

often have lots of shafts.)

# Check to see if the software has an
update.
Often this solves the problem.
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WIF Files—Helps

N

‘@ The colors are not the same.
Colors often give different results when using
WIF files. Using the default warp and weft

colors often gives poor results. Experiment.

® Thickness does not appear in the draft.
Not all programs have a thickness feature.

# It appears as text in an email.
Copy the lines of text into Notepad or Simple Text.

Do not use HTML or word processors. Save the file.

For Windows make sure the file has a .WIF suffix.
(Just rename the file and change .txt to .WIF.)
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WIF Files—Helps

N

‘# The file will not open using a Mac.
Open the file in Simple Text and re-save it.
Email the file to yourself and save as text file.
Use SetltsType!.sit to help identify files.

# Look at files in a text editor.
Compare it to a WIF file that works in your software.

# Ask the software programmer for help.

# All of the programs included here write WIF
files that can be opened by the other
programs in Windows. I have tested many of
them using OS8.6 and WeaveMaker.
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