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WIF FilWIF Files
WIF files are text files
WIF files can be read in text editors such as 
Notepad (Windows) and Simple Text (Mac)
See each program for information about 
opening/saving/exporting WIF files. 
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Fiberworks Bronze/Silver

1c. Open/Save WIF Files
Use:

File Open DrawdownFile Open Drawdown
File Save
File Save As
Change Files of type
To WIF
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Patternland 
1c. Open/Save WIF Files

Use:

File Open WeavingFile Open Weaving
File Save Weaving
File Save As Weaving
Change files of typeChange files of type
To WIF

Note: Patternland supports short file 
names (8 characters) and you must 

h h f lenter the .WIF in the file name.
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pixeLoom
1c Open/Sa e WIF Files1c. Open/Save WIF Files 

File Open
File Save
File Save As

pixeLoom defaults 
to WIF Files 
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ProWeave
1c Open/E po t WIF Files1c. Open/Export WIF Files 

Use:

File Load Objects/DraftsFile Load Objects/Drafts 
Change Files of type
File Export to WIF
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WeaveDesign
1b O /S WIF Fil1b. Open/Save WIF Files

In Single Harness Mode
Use:

File Import WIF file
File Export WIF file
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WeaveIt Basic/Pro

1b Open/Sa e WIF Files1b. Open/Save WIF Files 
Use:

File Open WIF fileFile Open WIF file 
File Save As WIF file

File Open
File Save FileFile Save File
File Save File As
Change Files of type 
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WeaveMaker
1b Open/Sa e WIF Files1b. Open/Save WIF Files 

Use:

File OpenFile Open
Note: Both file types or just 
WIF can be selected.
File Export as WIF
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WeavePoint
1b Open/E po t WIF Files1b. Open/Export WIF Files

Use:

File OpenFile Open
Change Files of Type (see slide)

File Export Save to 
WIF filWIF-file

WIF Files and Weaving Resources ©Judie Eatough 2008



WIF FilWIF Files
Part of a WIF filePart of a WIF file
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WIF Files Helps

WIF file does not open when clicked. p
Open your weaving program and open/import 
the WIF file from the programs menu.
It still will not open or opens incorrectlyIt still will not open or opens incorrectly.
WIF files can have up to 255 shafts. If a draft 
has 73 shafts and your weaving software 
ll 32 it ill t illallows 32, it will not open or will open 

incorrectly. (Drawloom and pickup designs 
often have lots of shafts.))
Check to see if the software has an 
update.
Oft thi l th bl
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WIF Files—Helps

The colors are not the same.
Colors often give different results when using 
WIF files. Using the default warp and weft 
colors often gives poor results Experimentcolors often gives poor results. Experiment.
Thickness does not appear in the draft.
Not all programs have a thickness featureNot all programs have a thickness feature.
It appears as text in an email. 
Copy the lines of text into Notepad or Simple TextCopy the lines of text into Notepad or Simple Text. 
Do not use HTML or word processors. Save the file.
For Windows make sure the file has a .WIF suffix.
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WIF Files—Helps

The file will not open using a Mac. 
O h fil i Si l T d iOpen the file in Simple Text and re-save it. 
Email the file to yourself and save as text file. 
Use SetItsType!.sit to help identify files.yp p y
Look at files in a text editor.
Compare it to a WIF file that works in your software.

Ask the software programmer for help.
All of the programs included here write WIF 
files that can be opened by the otherfiles that can be opened by the other 
programs in Windows. I have tested many of 
them using OS8.6 and WeaveMaker.   
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Hand ea ing netwww.Handweaving.net
D ft Wif filDrafts as Wif files
Griswold Digital Archives
CD’s for sale
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Draft Collection
Drafts come fromDrafts come from 

old books, and 
many weavers. 
Y ddYou can add 
drafts to the 
website.
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Clipboard

Place files that 
interest you on your 
li b d Yclipboard. You can 

download them one 
at a time- or now allat a time or now all 
together. 
Use them in theUse them in the 
Divisional Drafting 
feature.
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Divisional Drafting

Choose a Tieup, 
th di dthreading, and 
treadling.
Ch tilChange until you 
find something that 
intriguesintrigues.
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Draft detail view

The draft detail 
page containspage contains 
information 
about the draft. 
You can click on 
a link to 
d l d hdownload the 
draft.
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Draft Search

I searched byI searched by 
keyword (left 
blank) for a 
maximum of 4-
shafts. There 

6400are over 6400 
drafts.
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Digital Archive
Search by author, etc. Here is a list of books and articles by Peter 
Collingwood that are available for download in PDF format. These 
documents are scanned, so are photos of pages and are not 

searchable. 
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http://interweave.com/weave/weaving_resources.asp

There are many articles 
and documents on the 
Handwoven Magazine 
site. 
Al ti fAlso corrections for 
magazine articles and 
books are on sitebooks are on site. 
A searchable pdf index 
is available 25 years +is available. 25 years +  
(up to 2007)
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http://www.coeproduced.com/CDs.html

Two CD’s with wif files.
Paul O’ConnorPaul O’Connor.
A Twill of Your Choice 
included many wif files of 
color and weave effects. 
The second one is just becoming available. 
Also see http://www.haven2.com/proc/ for two additional
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http://www.complex-weavers.org/

Complex Weavers Greatest Hits
In honor of the 21st birthday of 
Complex Weavers, a book of 
members' favorite drafts was

Journal articles 
Color pictures and 

members' favorite drafts was 
published in 2000. Drafts from 2 
to ? shafts, drafts for 
drawlooms, kumihimo, tablet 

wif files supplement 
the printed Journal.

, ,
weaving, and passementerie. 

Note: I was one of the editors of the CD as a 
volunteer.
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http://mmawg.org/Recipe_Book_CD.htm
Mary Meigs Atwater Recipe Book CD
CD includes a pdf file of the book so you can print the 
entire book or any page of the bookentire book or any page of the book. 
WIF files for all of the drafts in the book plus profile drafts 
designs. Pine Trees and Telephone Poles

Large pick-up weave 
designs done in 

l f t

Pine Trees and Telephone Poles

several formats 
including a grid to 
make them easy to y
use.

Note: I edited the CD as a volunteer
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http://www.fiberworks-pcw.com/product.htm#thrilling

CD with more than 4000 Twill Designs

Thrilling Twills by Ingrid Boesel

CD with more than 4000 Twill Designs
5 to 32 shafts 

About 800 of the designs use 5 to 8 shaftsAbout 800 of the designs use 5 to 8 shafts 
Almost 2500 designs use 9 to 16 shafts 

Fully indexed, by number of shafts and type of twill y y yp
WIF and DTX files 

Graphics view of each designs 
Easy to open in most modern weaving software 
One click to open in PCW4, a couple more from other weaving software 
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Charlie Lermond
email loomshed@ e i on netemail: loomshed@verizon.net

f f l f l b kWif files for several books 
including Marion Powell’s 
1001+ Shadow Weaves in1001+ Shadow Weaves in 
4, 6, and 8 harnesses.

Charlie Lermond
One Country Lane, E211
Brookville, OH 45309
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http://www.riversidefiberarts.com/TDS-preview.html

C G f W !Computer Games for Weavers!

CD Covers some 
computer skills
and some 
designingdesigning 
techniques
Techniques 
instructions usinginstructions using  
FiberworksPCW
PixeLoom
WeaveIt Pro
WeavePoint
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http://www.weavecast.com/ 
http // ea e ine com/http://www.weavezine.com/

WeaveCast is a 
podcast about 
weavingweaving. 
WeaveZine has 
published two issuespublished two issues 
and is including wif
files with the 
articles.
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http://weavenotes.net/

Judie Eatough’s web site. 
Fi d S ftFind Software: Links to software programs and more

Use Software: PDF files of software tips and tools
f fOther items for fun

Draft: a favorite structure
for towels (Natural cottonfor towels. (Natural cotton
towel with stripes)

WIF Files and Weaving Resources ©Judie Eatough 2008



Create a Library of Draftsy
Decide how to organize your drafts.

By: Project shafts structure etcBy: Project, shafts, structure, etc.

Locate your files in the documents folder so that 
it is easy to backup the filesit is easy to backup the files. 
Use folder names and file names that will help 
you remember/search for the information.you remember/search for the information.
Include digital photos of your work. Include 
graphics files of the main draft.g p
Label the drafts you used for threading, 
samples, projects, and so on. 
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p , p j ,
Use the notes features to store information. 
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